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which any boy can be subjected. Strict obedi-
ence, punctuality, alertness are all needed,
and with them go the sense of responsi-
bility, gradually deepening as he passes from
" middy " to senior officer.
On all matters of naval discipline the
Princes received the same treatment as any
other midshipman. They had to take their
turn in drill and duty as if the naval
profession was to be their only future,
and such indeed Prince George intended it
to be, had not circumstances altered in after
years.
It is interesting to picture the surroundings
amid which our future king passed an im-
portant part of his boyhood's days. The
gun-room, which served both as dining-room
and general living-room, was a cabin 14 feet
long and 8 feet broad, a large mirror at one
end adding to the apparent size. On two
of the walls hung pictures of the Prince and
Princess of Wales. In the middle was a
table which had to accommodate twelve or
fourteen people at meal-time. Round the
sides of the room were leather-covered lockers
which served for seats, and above ran a shelf
where the midshipmen piled up their posses-
sions. Games, such as chess-boards, nautical
instruments and telescopes, here a desk and